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Roaring Around MD-2

Jasper Lions Club
 Celebrated Past Club

President Lion Steve Garcia
with a Melvin Jones Fellow
during their club meeting

on Friday, July 10 .
Pictured are Vice President
Lion Roger Westbrook, Lion

Steve Garcia & Lion Jerry
Loos

th

Weimar Encore
Lions club

Presented a donation to
Senior connections

Director Amanda Kridel.
Senior Connections

provides support with
activities & lunch for

local Seniors.  

Weimar Encore
Lions club

Presented travel stipends
to Texas Lions Camp Inter

counselors, Emanuel
Moreno Velasco, Denis
Contreras & Marcela

Murillo

MD2-X3 Lions
Lions from Across 2-X3 gathered to build beds

for Sleep in Heavenly Peace on July 11th in
waco
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MD2 Lions
Lions from across the state helped build beds for Kerrville Sleep

in Heavenly Peace during the First COG Meeting



Global Extension Team
Coordinator PDG Ronnie Martin

NEW CLUBS, It’s Not That Hard to Do.

I tell people to speak their truth when asking someone to join Lions. What, tell
them why you're a Lion, ask them what they would like to see done in their
community to make it better. Come and join us in starting a new Lions club and
help shape the history of this new adventure in your town. Last month I visited
the Iowa Colony city council meeting and let them know that I was starting a
Lion's club in their town. I told them it might take me a week, a month or even
six months but I was starting a Lions club there, three people signed up that
night. Next, I put out a Facebook post in their town and asked if people wanted
to be a part of making history in Iowa Colony by becoming part of the first
Lions club in Iowa Colony. The online response was swift and positive. Two weeks
later I called a meeting of those who was interested to meet with me at a local
restaurant in Iowa Colony at 5:30 pm to learn more about Lions and to sign up. I
also told them if we had 20 people interested, we would form a new club that
night. By 6:30pm we had voted on officers and started a new Lions in Iowa
Colony, Texas, and so a new chapter in the history of Lions and Iowa Colony
begins.  

What I am trying to say is try something new you never know what will
happen.

 
PDG Ronnie Martin

MD-2 GET Coordinator



Global Leadership Team
Coordinator PDG Lisa Free- Martin

How to Identify a Club Leader

One of the greatest responsibilities we have as Lions is preparing the next
generation of leaders. Strong clubs don’t happen by accident—they grow because
someone recognized leadership potential in a member and encouraged them to
take the next step. The truth is, leadership isn’t determined by how long someone
has been a Lion, how loudly they speak, or how many committees they’ve served
on. Leadership begins with attitude, character, and a willingness to serve.

So how do you identify a future club leader? Look for the member who
consistently shows up. They may not always be in the spotlight, but they are
dependable. They volunteer when help is needed, follow through on
commitments, and can be counted on to finish what they start. Watch for the
person who naturally encourages others. Great leaders build people up rather
than seek recognition for themselves. They welcome new members, listen with
respect, and help others succeed.

Notice those who ask questions. Curious members who want to understand why
things are done a certain way often become innovative leaders. They aren’t
trying to criticize—they’re trying to learn and improve. So pay attention to
problem-solvers. Every club faces challenges. Future leaders don’t complain
about obstacles; they look for solutions. They ask, “How can we make this better?”
instead of “Why doesn’t someone fix this?”



Global Leadership Team
Coordinator PDG Lisa Free- Martin

Identify members who embrace learning. Leadership is a journey, not a destination.
Members who attend training, participate in district events, and seek
opportunities to grow are investing not only in themselves but in the future of
your club.

Perhaps the most important quality is humility. The best leaders don’t seek the
title—they seek to make a difference. They understand that leadership is service.
They celebrate the accomplishments of others and quietly work behind the
scenes to ensure success.

Once you’ve identified these potential leaders, don’t wait for them to volunteer.
Invite them. Encourage them. Mentor them. Give them meaningful responsibilities
and let them experience success one step at a time. Confidence grows through
opportunity.

Remember, every District Governor, International Director, and club president
started as a new member who simply said “yes” to serving. Someone saw potential in
them before they saw it in themselves.Our responsibility is to do the same.
Prepared Lions become active Lions. Active Lions become confident leaders. And
confident leaders ensure that Lions continue changing lives for generations to
come.

The next great leader in your club may already be sitting at your meeting. The
only question is: will someone recognize them and invite them to lead?

(Continued)



PDG Lisa Free-Martin
Md-2 GLT Coordinator

Global Leadership Team
Coordinator PDG Lisa Free- Martin
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Global Membership Team
Coordinator PDG Vinod Mathur

THE MEMBERSHIP MOMENTUM

MD-2 is standing at a pivotal moment. Some districts are growing, others are
declining. The first month of our lions Year brought both encouraging
momentum and important lessons. Our clubs collectively recruited 265 new
members, a strong indicator that Lions continue to inspire service minded people.
At the same time, we experienced 368 drops, resulting in a net loss 0f 104 ( Fig 2)
members for the month. Ten districts had a net negative growth in the first
three weeks ( Fig 1) While the negative net balance is disappointing, it is not
discourag-ing. It appears June drops are normally reflect housekeeping, but this
year they have extend-ed into the month of July. With an early intervention this
could have been avoided.

Our districts know how to recruit. We bring in passionate people and we open
doors. But we also face a challenge tha we must confront. Too many Lions leave
before they experience the full value of belonging, purpose and connection.
Retention is the key to growth. Membership data reveals three primary reasons
members leave: 30% are members in good standing, 28% for non payment of dues
and 21 % for non-attendance. With consistent follow through and renewed
energy, we can turn this early setback into a foundation for steady growth and
stronger retention.



Global Membership Team
Coordinator PDG Vinod Mathur

Together, Let’s Make This Year a Year of Growth.
PDG Vinod Mathur 

Area 1A and MD-2 GMA and GMT Coordinator

(Continued)



Global Service Team
Coordinator PDG Renee Lamson

Preparing Students. Supporting Families. Serving Communities.
 

One of the greatest strengths of Lionism is our ability to respond when our
communities need us most.

On July 31, during the Multiple District 2 Council of Governors Meeting in Kerrville,
nearly 75 Lions, Leos, and Kerrville community members came together for our first
statewide service project of the Lions year. Partnering with Sleep in Heavenly Peace,
volunteers built beds for children in need while demonstrating the power of service
through collaboration.

Just days before the build, Sleep in Heavenly Peace received an urgent request for 30 beds
in only 48 hours for children impacted by the recent flooding. An all-call was sent to
Texas Lions, and thanks to the leadership of District Governor Kim Giles and District
Governor Jared Wilson, that need was met before our scheduled build. Because Lions
answered the call so quickly, Sleep in Heavenly Peace was able to dedicate the July 31
build to helping even more children and families recovering from the floods.

The day wasn’t just about building beds—it was about building hope.

It demonstrated what can happen when Lions, Leos, and community partners unite
around a common purpose. Thank you to everyone who volunteered, donated, or
supported this project. Together, you made a lasting difference for children who now
have a safe, comfortable place to sleep.

This is what Lions do. When there’s a need, we respond.



Global Service Team
Coordinator PDG Renee Lamson

As we turn the page to August, many Texas families are preparing for the start of a new
school year. It is the perfect time for Lions clubs to continue making a difference through
our monthly service focus.

August Service Focus
This month’s focus areas are:
🤝Humanitarian Service
🎒Back-to-School

Our Monthly Service Focus is designed to provide ideas and inspiration—not requirements.
Every community is different, and every Lions club has unique opportunities to serve. Most
monthly themes will align with Lions Clubs International’s Global Causes and seasonal
opportunities, making it easier for clubs to identify meaningful projects throughout the
year.

Whether your club is planning a large community event or a simple hands-on project, every
act of service has the power to make a difference.

Here are just a few ideas to consider this month:
Host a backpack or school supply drive.
Assemble hygiene kits for students.
Collect classroom supplies or create teacher appreciation baskets.
Provide clothing or shoes for children in need.
Partner with local food pantries or shelters to assist families preparing for the school
year.
Conduct vision screenings or sponsor eyeglasses for students.
Volunteer during school registration or community back-to-school events.

.
 

(Continued)



Global Service Team
Coordinator PDG Renee Lamson

 

A New Idea to Consider

Many children living with diabetes rely on emergency snacks and supplies to
safely manage their condition during the school day.

Consider partnering with your local school nurse to ask how your Lions club
can help support students with diabetes. Your club might donate:

Juice boxes
Individually packaged healthy snacks
Peanut butter or cheese crackers (following school guidelines)
Glucose tablets or glucose gel
Small emergency supply kits for the nurse’s office

A simple donation can provide peace of mind for students, parents, and school
staff while ensuring children have the resources they need to remain safe and
successful throughout the school day.

 

(Continued)



Global Service Team
Coordinator PDG Renee Lamson

 

Tell Your Story

One of the most important things your club can do after serving is share your
impact.

Please remember to report your service in Lion Portal and share your projects on
social media. Every service activity reported helps tell the story of Texas Lionism
and demonstrates the incredible impact Lions are making throughout our state
and around the world.

Coming Soon: Lion Portal GST Training

Interested in learning more about service reporting?

The Multiple District 2 Global Service Team will soon host a Zoom training on
Lion Portal service reporting and best practices.

The training will be open to all Texas Lions, with District GST Coordinators and
Club Service Chairpersons especially encouraged to attend.

Registration information will be shared soon through the Lions of Texas
Facebook page, email, and the MD2 newsletter.

Whether you’re entering your first service project or simply looking for tips to
make reporting easier, we hope you’ll join us.

(Continued)



Global Service Team
Coordinator PDG Renee Lamson

 

August Challenge

As your club plans for the month ahead, ask one simple question:

“How can we help a student start the school year with confidence?”

Whether it’s providing a backpack, supporting a school nurse, conducting a vision
screening, helping a family in need, or volunteering at a community event, every act of
kindness makes a lasting difference.

Thank you for all you do to serve your communities and represent Lionism with
compassion, dedication, and heart.

Together, let’s continue building a year of meaningful service—one project, one family,
and one community at a time.

Yours in Service,
PDG Renee Lamson

MD-2 GST Coordinator

(Continued)



Leo Pride, Lion Strength: Shaping Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

Entering my 4  year as the MD2 (Texas) State Leo Council Chair is a position I am honored to
hold. Statewide, we have added 18 new Leo Clubs for the Lions year 2025-26! That is giving
more Leos opportunities to make a difference in their leadership abilities, serving their
communities, accepting leadership roles in their club, in their district, and perhaps, in the
state, and continuing to grow as Leos. 

th

During the Lions/Leos State Convention our own Leo from San Marcos Academy, Leo Blain
Montgomery, was elected as the 2026-2027 MD2 Leo Council President. He will continue to
serve as the District Leo President for a third year. He’s an amazing young man that will
show our 3,200+ Texas Leos an excellent leadership example. The State Leo Council has four
equally impressive Leo officers who are ready to work – Leo Tammy Ly, Leo Glorya Stephens,
and Leo Kleo Stephens. More to come on our officers in later articles. 

Watch for great things to happen starting in July in the Texas Leo organization! And
follow us on our social media posts:

Facebook – Leos of Texas
Instagram - _texasleos_
Website – MD-2 Leo Clubs of Texas

Lion Nancy Smith
MD-2 State LEO Council Chair 

.
 

State Leo Council Chair
Lion Nancy Smith

https://www.facebook.com/md2texasleos
https://www.instagram.com/_texasleos_/
https://md2texasleos.org/


Summer Camp ‘26 concludes; Golf & Annual Meeting Highlights

The biggest accomplishment of the 2025-26 year was simply having residential youth
camp. The dedicated Texas Lions Camp staff worked tirelessly to comply with the new
state regulations, and TLC received its 2026 license in May with no deficiencies! At the
same time, TLC purchased five new cabins, installed a robust fire protection system and
built a dedicated fire lane to service the campus. These new cabins and infrastructure
improvements support our long-term Master Plan. 

TLC served 1,072 children and families this summer! This included 418 residential youth
campers, plus 289 children who attended contract camps for burn survivors and for
children with cancer. Some 365 individuals participated in family camp. TLC forever
changed the lives of these children, their parents, all the counselors who worked with
campers this summer, and the medical teams that cared for the kids.

More than 43+ clubs across the state hosted picnics and watermelon parties, welcomed
campers at the refreshment stand on check-in days, managed the luggage at
registration and check-out, and hosted Awards Nights for campers this summer. In
addition, medical/nursing professional Lions donated their services to support
children this summer. Hundreds of Lions participated in one of the three work days in
the spring. This summer, Lions Clubs presented $63,650 in scholarships and travel stipends
to 103 appreciative counselors. Thank you to all the clubs who paid your assessment
and your 100 percent contributions, and for all those clubs hosting fund-raisers for
TLC!

Kudos to the Lions of Texas for fulfilling the mission of Texas Lions Camp for another
year!

Texas Lions Camp Chair  PDG Ken Jobe &
Immediate Past Chair Lion Ann Ward



Harry Wickersham Golf Tournament & Ed Stebbins Dinner

The 33  Annual Harry Wickersham Golf Tournament was July 30 at Lady Bird Golf
Course in Fredericksburg. Thank you to the 27 teams of golfers who played, and to all
the corporate and Hole sponsors, the Golf Committee – chaired by PDG Angela Cases,
and to all the volunteers. Lion Lester Frantzen, who is stepping down as Tournament
Director after 33 years, oversaw another stellar tournament, and the Fredericksburg
Lions Club members prepared a delicious hamburger lunch. A workgroup of past
chairmen/golf tournament committee members/ participants has 90 days to perform a
thorough review of the events – including venue, costs, committee structure, etc. – and
make recommendations for moving forward.

rd

PID Sam Lindsey chaired the third annual Ed Stebbins Memorial Dinner July 29 at the
Hangar Hotel & Conference Center. Dr. Stephen Ponder, who has been serving Texas
Lions Camp for 45 years, gave a touching keynote address, telling inspirational stories
of former and current campers. Ben Gardner, father of Aiden, this year’s Camper
Ambassador Family, spoke about the impact of TLC on his son. Stretch door prize
drawings, and live and silent auctions added to the fun. 

With the proceeds from the live auction at the TLC Board Breakfast on Aug. 1, the dinner
and tournament and related activities grossed about $220,000. TLC will receive the
$50,000 matching grant from James Avery Artisan Jewelry! Congratulations to District
2-S4 which earned the “Throw down the Gauntlet” award again this year, in memory of
the late Lion Susan Wallis, former chair of the TLC Board.

Texas Lions Camp Chair  PDG Ken Jobe &
Immediate Past Chair Lion Ann Ward

(Continued)



Highlights of Annual Meeting

Some 350+ Lions and guests enjoyed a delicious BBQ dinner at the Chairman’s Picnic,
hosted by District 2-S3, Austin Founder Lions Club and Chairman Ann Ward. July 31 was
the 12  anniversary of Lion Ann’s father’s death, as well as his birthday. A past governor
of District 2-E1 and a TLC elected director, Ann’s dad is the reason she became a Lion,
and has been around TLC from a young age. Seeing the impact of the camp on the lives
of the children served inspired Ann to become more involved, and is the reason she
chose to spend seven years of her life serving on the Executive Committee, and
representing the Lions of Texas as Chairman. “What a privilege and an honor, and I
thank you for your support and encouragement,” Ann said.

th

During the board breakfast, a report on the 2025-26 goals highlighted improved
communications with the Lions of Texas, enhanced relationships and engagement with
Elected Directors and past presidents/chairmen, and increases in philanthropic giving,
including a $500,000 pledge toward a new health center, a $2 million charitable
remainder trust and a $100,000 Qualified Charitable Distribution, all secured by
President/CEO Stephen Mabry. 

Chairman’s Awards were presented to Dr. Stephen Ponder and to the family of Lion
Susan Wallis.

The board elected PDG Vince Rosen of Denton, District 2-E2, as secretary for 2026-27, and
all other members of the Executive Committee moved up one position, with Chairman
Ann Ward becoming Immediate Past Chairman. Gov. Kim Giles of District 2-X3 will serve as
CoG’s representative, and Lion Stephen Knippel of District 2-S4 will represent the Elected
Directors on the Executive Committee.

Texas Lions Camp Chair  PDG Ken Jobe &
Immediate Past Chair Lion Ann Ward
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Highlights of Annual Meeting

PDG Ken Jobe of Chester, District 2-S1, will serve as Chairman for 2026-27. Ken was
governor of his district for 2020-21 and was the Council of Governors’ representative
to the Executive Committee. He served as an Elected Director for three years, including
one year as the representative to the Executive Committee. He served as a director,
secretary and president of his local club, and was the Leo sponsor for five years; he
brought his Leos to TLC for work weekends.

Ken shared priorities for his life: faith, his spouse Kelly, his two children and one
grandchild plus one on the way, his military service and Texas Lions Camp. Ken served as
a medic and paratrooper in the U.S. Army, and he is a licensed paramedic. He worked for
seven years in emergency management and served as a member of his Regional Trauma
Advisory Council. He has spent 19 years of his career in health care working with
hospitals in emergency response and risk management.

Ken’s theme for the upcoming year is “Texas Lions Camp – All the Way.” Specific goals for
2026-27 include:
 
·Increasing the number of campers (who are future Lions);
·Enhancing the involvement and affinity of Texas Lions for Texas Lions Camp; and
·Increasing fund-raising to fuel growth and progress on the master plan.

“The Executive Committee and I look forward to working with all of you this year to
further TLC’s mission and provide the life-changing experience of TLC to more Texas
children,” Ken said.

Texas Lions Camp Chairman PDG Ken Jobe
Texas Lions Camp Immediate Past Chairman Lion Ann Ward

Texas Lions Camp Chair  PDG Ken Jobe &
Immediate Past Chair Lion Ann Ward
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Newsletter Editor & Social 
Media Chair PDG Randi Wilde

Welcome Back to The Roar!

As another month of service comes to a close, we're excited to bring you the latest
edition of The Roar, your monthly connection to the incredible work of Lions across
Texas. Every issue is an opportunity to celebrate the dedication, compassion, and
leadership that define our Lions family.

One of the greatest strengths of Lionism is our willingness to learn from one another.
Whether your club has launched an innovative service project, hosted a successful
membership event, developed new leaders, or found creative ways to serve your
community, your story has the power to inspire fellow Lions across the state. By
sharing ideas and celebrating accomplishments, we strengthen our clubs, our
districts, and our commitment to We Serve.

We invite every club and district to help make The Roar a true reflection of Lions in
action throughout Texas. If you have upcoming events, service projects, milestones,
awards, or success stories you'd like featured, please send them to
randiwilde000@gmail.com by the 1st of each month for inclusion in the next issue.

Thank you for everything you do to make a difference in your communities. Every
volunteer hour, every new member, every leadership opportunity, and every act of
kindness creates a lasting impact. Together, we will continue to share our stories,
celebrate our successes, and let the Lions of Texas ROAR as we serve with compassion,
lead with purpose, and inspire others to join us in changing lives across our great state.

Keep the Lions of Texas ROARING!
PDG Randi Wilde

MD-2 Newsletter Editor, The ROAR

mailto:randiwilde000@gmail.com


Global Action Team
Leader CC Chris Gunstream

Be the Key!

Do you realize that you are the key to the success of your club? Well, you are! Every day you
meet people and offer them the greatest service opportunity in the world. You can help them
to unlock their passion for helping others and improving their lives. That’s right, you have
that ability; the only thing holding you back is by not sharing why you are a Lion. Every Lion
that was invited to join a Lions Club, just didn’t walk in one day and say, “hey, I want to join.” 

You see, when we think about Lions, we think about service. What is the one thing that we, as an
association, need to deliver service? I know the answer is shocking… we need members.
Recruiting new members is not hard, but it does take a little practice and a little self-
confidence. In my humble opinion, the best possible way to build your self-confidence is to
reflect on why you are a Lion. Yes, we all have a date that shows when we joined Lions Clubs
International, but we also have a date that we actually became a Lion. You know that day we
realized what it truly means to be a Lion. This is the story you need to practice and tell your
family, your friends, and your acquaintances. 

While we can talk with people about how wonderful it is to be a Lion, take the time and invite
them to help with an upcoming service project. There is no better way for someone to see what
we do than to have them share in the experience of serving others. When talking to people,
take a moment to find out what they are passionate about. See if their passion aligns with any
of your club’s service projects. Who knows, this might be an opportunity for your club to add
a new service project and the opportunity to add a new member. This is why I say service drives
membership. The more service we provide the more likelihood we have of attracting like-
minded people who want to serve alongside us. 

So, here is my challenge. I challenge you to Be the Key that will unlock the opportunities for
others to experience what it is like to serve their communities. 

Yours in Service,
Lion Chris Gunstream

lionchris@clgun.com
MD-2 Council Chairperson

2026-2027



Second Council of Governors
Meeting
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